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Lakes Park
Admission to the park is free with 

paid parking -$1/hr. or $5/day

Children’s Garden, Playground
& Water Activities

Hiking Trails ◆ Fitness Stations
Botanic Gardens ◆ Community Gardens

Nature at its Best ◆ Bird Watching
Open daily from 7 a.m. to dusk

7330 Gladiolus Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33908
For information call 

239-533-7575 or go to
https://www.leegov.com/parks/parks/lakespark

The Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation is a Non-profit 501(c)(3) Organization

Reoccurring Monthly Events 
Bike & Boat Rentals: Daily 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
     Open Memorial Day and 4th of July
Bird Patrol Tours: 1st Sat of every month
     Meet at shelter A7 at 8 a.m.
Garden Work Days: Tuesday & Thursday
     every week. 8 a.m. - Noon. Meet in   
     back of the Fragrance garden.
Train: Operation will resume by Oct 1.
Farmers’ Market: To resume in Oct.
Botanic Garden Tours: To resume in Nov. 
Story Time: To resume in Oct.
Fragrance Garden Plant Sale: To resume   
     in Dec.
Inflatable Bouncehouses: Temporarily    
     closed due to extreme heat.

Inside Lakes Park
     Discover ALL That Lies Beyond The GardenWall

“Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation, Enriching Our Park, Enhancing Our Community”

Volunteers Help Restore Lakes Park Train Village

What’s New
Bicycle pump and repair station near the 
Fragrance Garden just north of the Com-
munity Garden.
ADA fitness station adjacent to the bicycle 
station in the Fragrance Garden just to the 
north of the Community Garden.

Save The Date - October 11 - 27, 2019
Scarecrows In The Park Will be Back For A 10th Season

Thanks to Fort Myers area businesses the Scarecrows event 
just keeps getting better AND admission is FREE to all.
Registration for displays is coming soon. Participation is 
open to all - Businesses ~ Non-Profits ~ Scouts ~ Schools 
  ~ Garden Clubs ~ Church Groups. If you want to partici-
pate and have a youth group build your display we can help 
you with that. To get on the Scarecrows mailing list 
- Email us at Info@LakesPark.org
- Or use this link to sign up: http://bit.ly/LPEFSignUp

It’s been quite a year for the Train Depot and Village. Come fall not only will the depot 
sport a new facade complete with covered seating area, be ADA accessible and have a 5th 
train added but you’ll see many building restorations along the train route.

Due to the heat, rain, and humidity, Florida’s cli-
mate deteriorates the little buildings in Lakes Park 
train village. Most have to be replaced every 3-5 
years. In the past, train village volunteers would 
replace rotted structures with exact copies which 
were usually not historically accurate.  
Beginning last season, amateur volunteer carpen-
ters John Stafford and Larry Gessman built eight 
new weather proof, 1/8 scale buildings copied from 
historical pictures. For more durability, the build-
ings are framed with pressure treated 2 by 2 wood, 
shingled with cedar siding or pressure treated 
plywood, and have window frames made of cedar 
or pvc plastic with Plexiglas panes. All new build-
ings have internal lighting that can be changed for a 
Christmas look.

John Deer Donates Miniature JD Company 
Buildings To Train VillageFort Myers Beach Movie Theater

Old Fort Myers Post-office - now the
Berne Davis Art Center

Miniature Fort Myers Beach Fishing Pier

Church features 
stained glass windows

John Stafford and Larry Gessman
volunteer carpenters extraordinare

Sandy Johnston, Editor



Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation Update

Sandy Johnston
Editor/Publisher

2019 - 20 Foundation 
Officers and Directors

•   Barbara Manzo – President
•   Tara Molloy – Vice President
•   Kathleen Johnson, C.P.A. – Treasurer
•   Kathy Busick– Secretary  
•   Wendi Carroll – Past President
•   Erin White - Executive Director

Executive Committee 
Members Directors

Marsha Asp, Bill Gray, Sarah Selfridge,
Colin Marshall, Denise Houghtailing,

Robin Baum 

                  Advisory Board
•   John Armenia – The Armenia Group
•   Susan Moore
•   Traci McKee - Faegre Baker Daniels, LLP
•   Paul Dover
•   Sandra Johnston - SJG, LLC
•   Michael Beck, CPA – Hagen, Palen & Co.
•   Pason Gaddis – Florida Weekly
•   Lori Sampson-Wilson – Myers, Brettholtz      
       & Company
•   Ray Judah – FL Coastal & Ocean Coalition    
•   Betty Zima
•   Peggy Bruhn
•   Wesley E. Higgins Ph.D.

Area Merchants & Supporters
Amavida Living

Riverland Nursery
Happy Dolphin Press

Sandra Johnston Graphics, LLC
Wheel Fun Rentals

Lowe’s
Plumbing Mart of Florida 
Smug Mug Photography

To place your ad in the 
Inside Lakes Park newsletter, 

contact Sandy Johnston at 
 sandyjohnston85@gmail.com
The newsletter is produced by 

Sandra Johnston Graphics, LLC.
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President’s Message

I’ve never met a person who doesn’t love 
Lakes Park! Whether it’s using the park 
for your exercise or bringing the chil-

dren to the playgrounds or 
walking through the gardens 
or shopping at the Farmers 
Market. Your volunteering in 
one way or another helps to 
keep the park in shape after 
the hundreds of thousands of 

users have gone through.  
LPEF has been in existence for 15 years 
and the list of its contributions is impres-
sive. Our only goal is to enhance the park 
with amenities the County could not pro-
vide. Here are just a few enhancements 
we have provided over the years:
Children’s Garden, Community Garden, 
Fitness Stations, Bird Viewing Scopes, 
Farmer’s Market, E-Z Rider, Storage 
Sheds, Electric and water lines to the 
Gardens, Potting Tables, the Train Tun-
nel, Story Walk, signs, benches and much 
more.
I want to take a minute to thank all who 
have contributed to the success of this 
important oasis in the middle of Lee 
County. Keep coming and keep Volun-
teering. There’s lots more to do!

Barbara Manzo, CPRP
President LPEF

Amavida, Quadrum Global’s luxury active 
adult community adjacent to Lakes Park, 
has launched an afternoon High Tea event 
series that features a rotating schedule of 
guest speakers, tea and treats. 
The monthly events are free and open to
the general public. Amavida has announced 
the following guest speakers and topics: 
  • June 11: The News Press Executive   
    Editor Cindy McCurry-Ross, “Freedom  
    of speech and how social media is influ-   
    encing politics”  
  • July 9: Cornerstone Coastal Properties 
     Broker Jenny Moorhead, “The first 
     steps to list and sell your home”
  • August 13: Tranquil Transitions’     
     Donna Whitehead, “The importance 
     of downsizing” 
  • September 10: Jones & Co. Realty’s Allie 
     Williamson, “The right time to sell” 
The events take place from 2 to 3 p.m. at 
the Amavida Oasis Clubhouse. Guests will 
enjoy a variety of freshly steeped gourmet 
teas, tea sandwiches, breads, fruit tartlets, 
pastries and freshly baked scones with 
fruit and Devonshire cream. Attendees 
will also have the opportunity to tour the 
community following each presentation. 
  To register, call 239-237-0501. Amavida   
  is conveniently located at 7650 Gladiolus   
  Drive in Fort Myers, between Summerlin 
  Road and U.S. 41. 
  Visit www.amavidaliving.com 
  for community information. 

Amavida’s new High Tea Event Series to 
feature guest speakers and presentations 

Amavida Living

Caribbean Birding Cruise With Drs. Bette & Jerry Jackson
Mark your calendars for December 15-21, 2019. 
The Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation has ar-
ranged with Debonair Concierge Travel Services 
for a six night Caribbean birding cruise. Dr. Jack-
son will talk about the birds of the Caribbean that 
can be seen on this SeaDream Voyage from San 
Juan to- St. Thomas. There will be complimentary 
birding walks & an option of birding excursions 
that require transport which will have an addition-
al cost, all with world renowned Ornithologists Dr. 
Jerry Jackson & Dr. Bette Jackson. 

Cruise Highlights
~ This is “yachting, not cruising” on a 122 passenger ship with open bar, five star 
    service, meals, and water sports.  
~  SeaDream Yacht Club cruise includes, six nights, five-star cuisine, award winning crew  
    deemed by ForbesLife to be “The Bet Luxury Cruise Ship of 2015.
~  Stops in St. Thomas, St. John, St. Kitts, Nevis, Anguilla, St Barts, and Jost van Dyke.

This cruise is a fundraiser for Lakes Park Foun-
dation. To make your reservation call 239-288-
7554 and please say “Lakes Park Sent Me”.



Story Time will 
resume in fall 

2019, dates TBD

Children’s Garden Update
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Sue Moore Raises $1,500
For Children’s Garden

On March 30 Sue Moore celebrated her 
80th birthday at the lodge at Lakes Park. 
Sue was joined by family, friends and 
Lakes Park supporters.
In lieu of gifts Sue asked that guests make 
a donation to the Children’s Garden, a 
project near and dear to her heart. Five 
years ago her vision for the garden start-
ed to become a reality and continues to 
be a work in progress.
Thank you to everyone who helped make 
Sue’s party a success.

ABC Garden Shares Space
With Community Gardeners

This season the ABC garden served a 
dual purpose. The community gardeners 
took advantage of the extra space and 
rich growing soil in the ABC Garden to 
grow fresh vegetables.
The purpose of the ABC Garden within 
the Children’s Garden is to help children 
understand the growing process of veg-
etables and to be able to identify them. 
Beside each vegetable was a marker with 
it’s name clearly printed.
Fragrance gardeners Kathy Kobal and 
Karen LeCroix tended the garden dili-
gently watering and weeding all season 
long. When the rosemary, parsley,cilantro, 
kale, onions, dill, collard greens, eggplant, 
bell peppers and radishes were ready Doc 
Johnson and Jerry harvested the crop to 
donate to local food banks. 

Children Enjoy Easter Activity
 At Story Hour

A spring evening to remember! Guests were greeted with a wel-
come signature cocktail, then moved to the patio for a musical 
treat - the romantic Italian music of Atilio Marinelli “Mr. 
Romantico” drifting through the air while they enjoyed Italian 
Hors d’oeuvre prepared to perfection by the Amavida chefs.
A sincere thank you to all who attended and to the sponsors and 
businesses who supported the event. The funds raised will help 
purchase garden tools, amend the soil in the Botanic Garden, 
provide outdoor recreation and environmental education expe-
riences for Lakes Park’s summer campers, and start our fund for
the Music Garden for children.

Spring Fundraiser “An Evening In Italy” held poolside 
at the beautiful Amavida Living Clubhouse

Sandy Johnston, Editor

Sandy Johnston, Editor

Sandy Johnston, Editor

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

Another season of Story Time in the 
Children’s Garden has ended. A big 
thank you to Jen and Scott Smith “The 
Zaniacs” for their enthusiasm, stories, 
fun, games and creative crafts.



Lakes P Lakes Park 
Enrichment Foundation 

        

Lakes Park Update

Delivery and installation available  ◆  Open 7 Days A Week!

Our plants aren’t 
just pretty . . . 

they’re 
well-behaved!

www.riverlandnursery.com
239.693.5555

13005  Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers 
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News From The Gardens

Riverland Nursery FREE classes are regularly 
offered in a spacious, air-conditioned classroom. 
Register online to receive our e-newsletters 
about upcoming classes and plant information. 

Community Garden Update

We have just completed our most active gardening season, running from October 
through April. This time of year in Florida is the perfect weather for growing a wide 
range of vegetables and other edibles. This season we were fortunate to have a ful-
ly-rented garden, bountiful harvests, and many structural improvements. Our garden 
is a place of beauty and peace thanks to our many dedicated volunteers who so gen-
erously donate their time. The composting team has worked to manufacture tons of 
compost, and the CCMI-donation team has harvested and delivered a record-breaking 
amount of produce and non-perishable food this year.  
Highlights of the Year: We 
switched to a paperless 
bed-rental system, streamlin-
ing the process for applica-
tions, contracts, contact infor-
mation and payments.  This 
has been a major step forward 
in improving the garden ad-
ministration's efficiency.  
Volunteers took it upon them-
selves to construct an attrac-
tive new rock border around 
our garden signpost, did an 
amazing job of cleaning our 
shade canopy, put a fresh coat 
of paint on our picnic table, 
and kept the garden bor-
ders weeded, trimmed, and 
mulched.
Structural improvements provided by Lakes Park included an 
electrical outlet for running garden equipment, a  beautiful 
new garden shed, and the reconstruction of eight worn-out    
garden beds using improved design and materials.
We are looking forward to another great year coming up.     

  In the meantime, stop by 
the Community Garden and see some amazing 
flowers and herbs growing this summer. 
While the heat and rains may be upon us, there 
is beauty and wonder in the Community Gar-
den every day.

Linda Sapp
Community Garden Gardener

Our Ace produce collection team left 
to right: Norm Smith, Bill Johnson,

 Jim Dubyak & Doc Johnson

Bill Johnson & Jim Dubyak 
load the car for a run to The 

Community Cooperative

New volunteers Beth and Frank Thompson 
and myself attended an extremely informa-
tive talk on Bromelaids held at Sundance 
Nursery. I’d like to add more educational 
gardening opportunities next season.
The ABC Garden in the Children’s Gar-
den is now on summer hiatus. We did 
manage to harvest some red potatoes and 
mini watermelons. The egg plants are still 
producing. Self seeding flowers are being 
added to keep the weeds down and make 
the beds not only pretty but a fun spot 
for the butterflies. Work is progressing to 
remove the star beds and replacing  them 
with an area more inline with the original 
vision of a Propagation/Pollination area. 
Due to bug infestation, three Eugenia 
trees had to be removed. We’re hoping 
to replace them with Black Olive Trees. 
Annisa Karim noted that the Mexican Pe-
tunias are a schedule 2 invasive plant and 
will have to be removed from the butterfly 
garden.
Our winter volunteers have headed north. 
We would appreciate the help of anyone 
who can spare a little time to help maintain 
the gardens. To volunteer please contact 
Kathy Busick at kmbusick@gmail.com.

Kathy Busick
Gardens Chair

Sj Sandra Johnston  
           

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Graphics, LLC 

Graphic Design with Marketing Vision 

Sandra Johnston, Owner 
Fort Myers, FL  ♦  239-482-4740  ♦  smrflw7@centurylink.net 

Creative Solutions For  
Effective Communications 

Fort Myers, FL 33907  ◆ 239.887.2837 ◆ sandyjohnston85@gmail.com
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E.Z. Rider 
Assisted Park Tours

We believe everyone 
should be able to 
enjoy Lakes Park, 
seeing its natural 
beauty and wildlife                       
first hand. That’s why we offer 
courtesy in park transportation. Park vis-
itors can reserve a seat on the E.Z. Rider, 
a six-passenger golf cart provided by the 
Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation. Driv-
en by a Lee County Parks & Recreation 
certified Volunteer Guide, E.Z. Rider tours 
span 1 to 1 1/2 hours with commentary 
that can be customized for those with a 
particular interest in the gardens or bird 
viewing. Now everyone can enjoy the 
beauty and tranquility of Lakes Park.
For reservations call 239-533-7575, Ext 5

Rules of Transport
• Passengers ages 17 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.
• Guests who require physical assistance 
must be accompanied by a caregiver.
• Guests may bring non-alcoholic 
refreshments but only small personal 
coolers that fit on the cart floor in the 
foot space are permitted
• No smoking on the cart.
When making their reservation res-
idents of Amavida can request to be 
picked up at the Amavida entrance to 
the park.

Discover the Nature of Lakes Park

1,500 Attend Lee County Travel Rally Held at Lakes Park

National Travel and Tourism Week Event. The Lee County Travel Rally, was held May 
1 from 4-7 p.m. at Lakes Regional Park in support of the U.S. Travel Association and 
tourism’s economic impact locally, statewide, and nationally. In Lee County, nearly 5 
million visitors spent more than $3 billion last year. More than 58,000 jobs -- 21 per-
cent of Lee County’s employment, or 1 in 5 jobs—are due to tourism. 
We featured 17 tourism race teams, and 65 exhibitors and local businesses. For kids 

we had our local fire department and SWAT team 
trucks, a Dunk Tank benefiting United Way, min-
iature train and surrey bike rides, a performance by 
Sheena Brook, who was a finalist on The Voice and 
is a featured artist at our Island Hopper Songwriter 
Fest, and food from Bubbas Roadhouse Saloon. 
Everything was free to attendees.
The day was capped by a Grand Prize drawing for 
complimentary tickets on jetBlue Airways. Our  
other major sponsor was The News-Press. We’re 
very happy the event was so well received by tourism      

 partners, local businesses, and the community.
Judi Durant, CDME, CVA
Director of Visitor Services

Lakes Park Rookery
The islands of Lakes Park are 
home to a great number of birds. 
It is one of the most important 
nesting rookeries in the country 
and in nesting season, over 
one-thousand (1,000) nests can be 
found here. In the fall, Lakes Park 
plays host to migrating birds.
Bird Patrol Tours are scheduled for 
the first Saturday of every month. 
Meet at shelter A7 at 8 a.m.

White Ibis nesting in rookery. Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

Lakes Park Update
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Janet Buck Retires From Buck Plumbing
To All Our Customers and Friends . . .

I am happy to report that Buck Plumbing is being sold to 
Plumbing Mart of Florida. Ron worked for this company 
for many years when he relocated from Boston to Florida. 
When Plumbing Mart offered to buy, I felt that Ron’s 
circle was complete.
This company offers first class services in residential and 
new construction. Please give them a call. The phone 
number remains the same (239) 265-6041.

Thank you for the priviledge of serving you.
  Janet Buck         Plumbing Mart Lic # cfc057511

For those thinking of taking up gardening, 
or snowbirds wondering why they can’t 
make anything grow here in SW Florida, 
look no further. Help is nearby. Ft. Myers 
is a gardening kind of town with an abun-
dance of classes and garden centers.
The University of Florida Lee County 
Extension office at Terry Park, 3410 
Palm Beach Blvd is open M-F from 9 
a.m.-Noon and 1-4 p.m. You can email 
EServicesGardener@leegov.com or call 
239-533-7505 to speak directly with a 
Volunteer Master Gardener or Horticul-
ture Specialist.
Services include:
- Plant disease problem diagnosis
- Plant identification
- Insect problems
- Free soil and water testing
- Garden Tours
- Citrus Home Advisors Program
For Publications go to http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu 
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How To Make
Your Garden Grow

University of Florida IFAS Extension

Patricia Myers
Lee County Master Gardener

Wonders In The Botanic Gardens

Have you been to a garden show and 
seen a booth selling worm castings...

and wondered what they 
were for? If so, you are one 
of many learning about the 
benefits of worm castings.
They are organic and an 
excellent fertilizer which 

will not burn your plants. They are rich 
in nitrates, phosphorus, potash, and cal-
cium and contain many trace nutrients. 
Gardeners who use them report that 
their vegetables taste better, are larger, 
and double their yields.
Add worm castings to indoor plants, to 
sick or dying plants, and to re-potted 
plants. Mix a third castings to two-thirds 
peat moss or any good soil. But even a 
few teaspoons are helpful. Add to the 
hole before planting. They are a good root 
stimulator when other fertilizers are too 
strong. They will not burn even the most 
delicate plants.
Worm castings will help your soil for 
years to come and you may get lucky 
and have some worm eggs in your batch.
Look for them next time you are at a 
garden show.

The Wonders Of Worm CastingsDutchman’s Pipevine Plant Plays Host To Swallowtail Butterfly

Another wonder in the but-
terfly garden - the swallow tail 
caterpillar feeds on the leaves 
of the Dutchman’s Pipevine.

Not only does the Dutchman’s 
Pipe vine produce a beautiful 
exotic looking purple flower 
it also attracts swallow tail 
butterflies. When grown on 
a fence or arbor the brilliant 
green heart shaped leaves 
grow think and lush to pro-
vide a cozy shaded area in 
your yard.
The Fragrance Garden at 
Lakes Park is the home of 
two beautiful vines. The 
leaves are so thick that you 
may have to look hard to 
see the hidden flowers that 
bloom in May and June.
There are over 500 species of 
this plant which are found 
in diverse climates. Com-
monly known at birthwart, 
pipevine, and Dutchman’s 
Pipe, the latter name comes 
from it’s resemblance to a 
meerschaum pipe found in 
the Netherlands.

Purple flower emanates from 
the light green pipe.

Photos courtesy of Bill Price

Front of flower

Dutchman's pipe vines can also be important 
host plants for butterflies. According to the North 
American Butterfly Association (NABA), "Pipe-
vine is the primary food for Pipevine Swallowtail." 
The butterflies are not drawn to the plant simply 
because they like the taste. And "Scientists have 
determined that pipevine plants contain chemicals 
that when ingested by the caterpillars make them 
poisonous." As a result, would-be predators avoid 
eating the caterpillars.

Notes for the Gardener. This plant, native to North America provides food for cater-
pillars, provides plentiful shade and can grow from 20 to 30 feet high. It fares best in 
full sun, however it does well in part shade to shade. The Dutchman’s Pipe is a vine 
that needs a lot of room for growth and responds well to pruning. This deciduous fast 
growing vine has a tap root and a bisexual flower.
The pipe shape is not for our amusement. As with any flower, its all about sex. The 
foul odor of the elaborate blooms attracts flies. Looking for a meal and perhaps a 
place to lay their eggs, the flies crawl down into the curved tubular neck of the pipe. 
Once inside they become trapped by backward pointing hairs. After sufficient time, 

pollen dusts the trapped 
insect and the hairs 
wither away. The fly is 
then free to leave the 
flower and hopefully 
make the same mistake 
again. Over the course 
of a few weeks, pollinat-
ed flowers are replaced 
by a large pod filled 
with wind-borne seeds.

Sandy Johnston, Editor

Backside of flower
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                Around Lakes Park

Snow bird and frequent park visitor Dick 
Hinkman stops to check the air in his 
tires. If you don’t know the bike station 
is there it’s easy to miss. Dick said “ I ride 
past it every day and didn’t notice it”. 
Next time you’re riding the path on the 
north side of the Community Garden 
take a look for a tall black metal post 
open on one side. When the air in your 
tires gets low or your bike needs mainte-
nance this is where to find help.

New Bicycle Pump and Repair 
Station Funded by Lee County

Parks and Recreation

Continued Improvements at Lakes Park

 Gannett Publications & Foundation 
Donate New ADA Exercise Station

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

Sandy Johnston, Editor

Train Depot Construction Is Underway 

According to Bonnie Ryan and Bill Chaika of 
the Train Museum Board, construction of the 
new train depot is on schedule and tentatively 
expected to open by October 1, 2019. During 
construction the Museum will  be open from 
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Sat and Sun only and 
admission is free.

Gannett Publications (News Press) gener-
ously donated $5,000 to help with the cost 
of purchase and installation of an ADA 
exercise station at the park. 
The triangu-
lar structure 
has instruc-
tions and 
diagrams on 
all three sides  
to guide you 
through a 
vigorous 
workout.
Equipment 
isn’t the only expense 
involved with the installation of this or 
any other permanent improvement at the 
park. Large cement slabs are required for a 
solid base then there are permits and other 
miscellaneous expenses.
This new ADA station is located on the 
northside of the Fragrance Garden just 
past the Community Garden.

Sandy Johnston, Editor

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

Hertz Heroes, Ringland Construction & MW Horticulture Sponsor 
Re-establishment Of Wet Lands In Lakes Park

Friday, April 5 a troupe of 
75 Hertz Heroes arrived at 
Lakes Park ready to dig in 
and plant 60 new trees to 
re-establish the wet land 
area at the east end of the 
park. This project is part 
of the Hertz Corporation’s 
worldwide global month 
of service.
Russ Ringland of Ringland 
Construction in Cape Cor-
al was on hand to help out. 
Russ donates his time to 
work with Future Forestry 
and OneTree.org. He not-
ed that 12 species of trees 
all native to Southwest 
Florida were planted in 
this location. Among the species are Cypress 
and Red Maple both noted for attracting 
birds and growing very tall.
And what would be the use of planting new 
trees if the soil wasn’t properly prepared. 
Fortunately for Lakes Park, Denise and Mark 
Hougtailing owners of MW Horticulture 
are always ready to donate nutrient rich soil 
and mulch to help keep our gardens looking 
healthy and beautiful. 
Our sincere thank you to all those who par-
ticipated in this project. Thanks to commu-
nity minded sponsors and volunteers Lakes 
Park becomes more beautiful every day. We 
couldn’t do it without you. Sandy Johnston, Editor

Sandy Johnston, Editor



Don’t Judge a Cob by Its Cover: A story of Indian Corn

If you wish to be removed from the email list 
please contact me at sandyjohnston85@gmail.com

For Frequently Asked Questions 
about your brick go to

Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation, Inc.
A CORPORATION NOT FOR PROFIT

P.O. Box 61076, Fort Myers, FL 33906-1076
www.lakespark.org

Info@LakesParkEnrichmentFoundation.org

BRICK ENGRAVING FORM FOR LAKES REGIONAL PARK
EFFECTIVE 01/01/2019 - $75.00 EACH

Your donation will assist the park in creating beautiful brick paved paths in selected 
areas of the park. Brick endowments may be engraved in recognition of the donor or 
may be endowed to a friend or family member.
Please provide your engraved message in the boxes below. Brick engraving is 
a maximum of 3 lines with no more than 15 characters per line including 
punctuation and spaces. Please note, it can take up to 6-8 weeks for your brick 
to be placed in the park. Once the engraved bricks are in the ground, we publish 
photos on our website, on Facebook, and in our monthly email blast.

Please select where you’d like your brick to be placed.
 Train Museum Walk    Rose Garden        Children’s Garden
   Name:
   Address:
   City:      State:       Zip:
   Phone:   Email:

PAY BY CHECK: Please mail the Engraving Form and payment of $75.00 to:
Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation, P.O. Box 61076, Fort Myers, FL 33906-1076   

   PAY ON LINE:  https://squareup.com/store/LakesParkEnrichmentFoundation
   Then, mail the completed form to the P.O. Box above, OR take a picture/scan it 
   and email to INFO@LakesPark.org

For questions about the engraving, please contact the Lakes Park Enrichment 
Foundation at: Info@LakesPark.org OR leave a message at 239-533-7575.

Volunteering At Lakes Park
Pave The Park-Brick Donations at Lakes Park

Why Volunteer At Lakes Park
•   Spend time outdoors, become involved with the park and  
     community and make new friends.
•   Donating less than one hour a week earns you a $60 a year
     parking pass to most Lee County Park & Recreation parks,  
     beaches and boat ramps including Sanibel and outlying areas.
•   If you enjoy gardening find your gardening tribe. 
     All gardens are maintained by volunteers.
•   Learn plant propagation, FL best gardening practices and more.
•   Be an event Ambassador. 
•   Promote the park outdoor recreation opportunities.
•   Give park tours on the E.Z. Rider.
To find out how to become a volunteer call 239.533.7575  
press 5 or go to Info@LakesPark.org or go to Lee County 
Volunteer Services http://www.leegov.com/parks/volunteers

FOUNDATION MISSION:  ENRICHING OUR PARK, ENHANCING OUR COMMUNITY
The Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation is a non-profit organization which tasks themselves with enhancing the beauty and 
experience of lakes park. The Foundation continues to make efforts that grow its membership, volunteerism and donations.

Look for us on the following 
WEB and Social links

          LakesPark.org 
          INFO@LakesPark.org
         https://www.facebook.com/
          LakesParkEnrichmentFoundation/
         https://www.instagram.com/ 
          lakespark/
         @LPEFoundation  https://twitter.    
          com/LPEFoundation
         Sign up for newsletter:
          http://eepurl.com/cv7NPH

https://www.lakesparkenrichmentfounda-
tion.org/faq-for-pave-the-park-brick-
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Girl Scout Troop 226 Hosts 
Tree Planting Event At Lakes Park

8

Girl Scout Troop 226 Leader Re-
nee Valentine and her girl scouts, 
K-second grade, sponsored a day 
of giving back to the community. 
They invited 13 other troops in 
the Fort Myers area to join their 
event to plant 61 trees at Lakes 
Park. All troops combined their 
cookie money to purchase 16 vari-
eties of Florida friendly trees.
Wil Revehl of OneTree.Org 
arranged the community service 
project with Joe Debacker, Senior 
Park Supervisor. And, once again 

Denise and Mark Hougtailig owners of 
MW Horticulture donated the quality 
mulch.
According to troop leader Renee, her 
troop would like to make this an annual 
event. We all help out when we buy Girl 
Scout cookies. Sandy Johnston, Editor


