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Continuing Along the Botanic Garden Path 

Grow The Children’s Garden is a fundraising committee of the Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation

Lakes Park
Admission to the park 

is free with paid parking.
Parking is $1.00/hr. or $5.00/day

Come find out what’s 
beyond the garden wall!

Children’s Playground & Water Activities
Hiking Trails ◆ Fitness Stations

Botanic Gardens ◆ Community Gardens
Nature at its Best ◆ Bird Watching
Open daily from 7:00 AM to dusk

7330 Gladiolus Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33908
For information call 

239-533-7575 or go to www.LakesPark.org

Grow The Garden

Mark Your Calendars

The Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation is a Non-profit 501(c)(3) Organization

Parking at Lakes Park
$1.00 per hour $5.00 per day or 
$60.00 per year (includes parking at 
most Lee County Parks). Lakes Park 
volunteers who donate over 40 vol-
unteer hours per year park for free.

Farmers’ Market will 
return on October 3, 2018

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Daily Wheel Fun Rental Schedule
10 AM - 2 PM, M-F

10 AM - 4 PM Sat & Sun

Story Time in the Children’s Garden
3rd Wed. of the month 10 AM

Story Time will resume Oct 17,2018

Regular Train Times 
will resume Oct 1, 2018

                           more information on pg 5
Hours are Mon. through Fri. 10 am 

until 2pm and Saturdays and Sundays 
10 am until 4 pm.

$5/person, children under 
5 free with an adult.

What’s Special About Lakes Park !!!
Lakes Park, once a quarry at the corner of Glad-
iolus Dr and Hwy 41, has, over the years devel-
oped into a destination park for nature lovers, 
bird watchers, hikers, gardeners and most re-
cently a special area for children. The park, right 
in the heart of Fort Myers is constantly evolving 
and is the home to numerous species of wildlife 
and an abundance of tropical vegetation. 
Each family of flora has it’s own special iden-
tity. Two trees in particular with remarkable 
characteristics found in Lakes Park are the Bald 
Cypress and the Strangler Fig AKA the Ficus 
tree. Anyone wanting to study local botany 
need go no further than Lakes Park.
The Bald Cypress is easily identified by its curly 
airy green/gray colored moss that hangs from 
the branches and finger like knees seemingly 
growing out of the near by swampy water.
Cypress knees are of particular interest because 
even today no one knows exactly what their 
purpose is. However, wood carvers and artists 
have found the knees to be an especially good 
material for carving art pieces.
The Bald Cypress with knees can be found 
in several swampier areas around the park. 
This particular tree is adjacent to the Children’s 
Garden.
The Strangler Fig a tropical, vine-like tree 
starts as a tiny seed that has fallen on the 
branches or roots of an existing tree of an-
other species. The seed begins to grow, and 
the young tree encases the host in a tangle of 
roots and trunks, ultimately strangling it to 
death. All that’s left are the thriving fig trees.
Many Strangler Fig trees can be found           
throughout the park, each one having a dis-
tinct configuration of roots. This one is located 
by a quiet pond near the Community Garden.

Strangler Fig (AKA Ficus)

Bald Cypress

Mark Your Calendar!
Scarecrows In The Park

October 12-28, 2018
Lakes, Regional Park, Fort Myers

     Continued on page 4

Photos Courtesy of Bill Price
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Your local Denny’s restaurants 
of Fort Myers and Cape Coral 

are proud to be a major 
supporter of the Lakes Park 
Enrichment Foundation’s 

Children’s Garden. 

Enjoy a REAL Breakfast 
At Denny’s

Starting at $4.00 ! ! !
~ Two eggs (prepared your way)
~ Choice of two bacon or sausage
~ Two fluffy, golden pancakes

Denny’s at Gladiolus
Summerlin & Gladiolus  

239-432-9500

Denny’s at Danport
Exit 131 at I75 & Daniels Pkwy

239-768-5488

Denny’s at Cape Coral
1306 Del Prado Blvd. S.

239-772-9997

All locations open 24 hours 7 days a week.

Denny’s guests are raving about the lighter
and fluffier buttermilk and egg pancakes.

Stop by soon and try them for yourself!

Patricia Myers
- Master Gardener’s Plot

Jennifer Smith         
- Kid’s Korner Story

Wendi Carroll
Children’s Garden Update

Sandy Johnston
- Cover Story

- LPEF Update
- Lakes Park Update

- The Cooks Stove
- CG Almanac

- Creative Recycling

Newsletter Contributors

Area Merchants & Supporters
Denny’s Restaurant
 Riverland Nursery

Sandra Johnston Graphics, LLC
Wheel Fun Rentals

Plumbing Mart of Florida 
Lowe’s

To place your ad in the Grow The 
Garden newsletter, contact 

Sandy Johnston at
sandyjohnston85@gmail.com
The newsletter is produced by 

Sandra Johnston Graphics, LLC.

Behind The Scene

If only it could be as easy as planting a pump-
kin seed one night, watering it carefully and 
the next day - voila! As we know anything of 
value is almost never easy. The Lakes Park 
Fall Festival requires long 
term planning by volun-
teers of the Lakes Park 
Enrichment Foundation, 
Wheel Fun Rentals, the 
Lee County Lakes Park 
staff and the Railroad 
Museum.
Where do all the pump-
kins come from you might wonder - well 
just ask Scott Ellington owner of Wheel 
Fun Rentals. This past July, Scott traveled 
to Michigan to visit Todd Greiner owner of 
the 2,000 acre pumpkin farm that Scott has 
purchased pumpkins from for the past six 
years. This year Scott has ordered 80,000 
pounds of pumpkins.
Wheel Fun Rentals plays a large part in 
making this event happen. In a recent in-
terview with Scott he said; that in spite of 
the premium shipping charges from Mich-
igan he returns to Todd Greiner’s pumpkin 
farm every year because of the quality of the 

pumpkins. As well as making great jack-o-
lanterns these pumpkins are suitable for pies, 
breads, soups or whatever you wish to make. 
There are many reasons why these pumpkins 

are such good quality. 
The Greiner farm is lo-
cated in the Sleeping 
Bear area of Michigan, 
about 20 miles north of 
Muskegon where the soil 
is part sand. This san-
dy soil allows for good 

drainage so that the pumpkins don’t rot. The 
pumpkin fields are well irrigated and when it’s 
time for harvesting the pumpkins are stored 
in climate controlled rooms until it’s time for 
shipping. This is a plus for us. Timing of the 
Fall Festival determines that our shipment is 
the last to go out.
Besides purchasing pumpkins the Wheel 
Fun Rental staff is working behind the 
scenes setting up bounce houses, inflatable 
Halloween decorations, arranging hayrides, 
photo opportunities, an inflatable maze, 
fencing and lighting. A big thank you to 
Scott Ellington and John Shaffer for all they 
do to make the Fall Festival happen. 

What it takes to bring you “The Lakes Park Fall Festival” every year.

     Scott          Todd



Lakes P Lakes Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation Update

Children’s Garden Holds Many Surprises

On any given day parents and children can be seen strolling through 
the Children’s Garden. Not only do visitors find endless varieties of trees 
throughout Lakes Park but we are lucky enough to find interesting natural 
flora right in the Children’s Garden. Frequent park visitor Emily stops with 
her three year old son to check out the amazing root system of the Stran-
gler Fig Tree. 
This is just one of many interesting and unusual trees within the fenced 
area of the Children’s Garden and you don’t have to travel far to find 
more botanical surprises. As you make your way along the garden path 
towards the Community Gardens, adja-
cent to the Children’s Garden you‘ll find 
a Bald Cypress surrounded by its knees. 

Photos 
Courtesy 
of Wendi 
Carroll

Remember, 
Kids eat free at Denny’s restaurants 
on Tuesdays from 4:00 pm -10:00 pm

Story Time
Schedule
2018/19
Season

Mark your 
calendars

Oct 17, 2018
Nov 21, 2018
Dec 19, 2018
Jan 16, 2019
Feb 20, 2019
Mar 20, 2019
Apr 17, 2019

Volunteering at Lakes Park
Volunteering less than one hour a week will earn you a 

parking pass to most Lee Park & Recreation parks, 
beaches and boat ramps. A $60 value. This includes Sanibel 

and outlying areas. For more information contact 
Ross Becker, Volunteer Coordinator at rbecker@leegov.com

Children’s Garden Update 
The Children’s Garden has been resting during the summer’s hot 
months. We will be getting back in the swing of things for Storytime 
In The Garden on Wednesday, October 17th at 10 am. The Zaniacs 
and other local children’s book authors will be on hand with some 
fun stories. Included in story time is a walk through the garden and 
a fun crafting activity. 
We will be clearing out and replanting our sunflower garden and 
smaller star gardens as the cooler weather approaches, so stay 
tuned! As always, we are very appreciative of helping hands in the 
garden, so check out our Facebook page or sign up for our monthly 
news-blast to keep updated on the latest happenings in between our 
Quarterly Newsletter! 
Pollination Station: Our newest project Pollination Station is scheduled 
to be completed by December 2018. The educational signs are all being 
done by a local Girl Scout for her final project and our Children’s Gar-
den team of volunteers. 
The addition of Pollination Station to The Children’s Garden will 
create a fun and educational area for all children and adults to learn 
more about bees and how they positively contribute to our planet 
and our lives. 
Upcoming additions will include some new plantings of pollinators 
in the garden as well as newly created informational signage about 
the flowers in the flowerbeds, bees, butterflies, pollination and soli-
tary bees.  
Solitary bees are non-aggressive, do not swarm, and are safe around 
children and pets. 

. . . Other Surprises Girl Scout Troop 292 Completes 
Little Free Library Project

Among the treasures and sur-
prises in the Children’s Garden  
is this charming literature kiosk.
Several members of Girl Scout 
Troop 292 partnered with Mary 
and Ed Corrigan to create this 
Free Library. Mary is President 
of And Literacy For All.
The Little Library is located just 
inside the main entrance to the 
Children’s Garden. The LFL is 
for families to choose books and 
sit on a park bench and read and 
return them. They are welcome 
to take the book home - we just 
hope they will bring it back or 
better yet - bring more back! 
Books should be suitable for 
children ages infant to elemen-
tary. Please drop book dona-
tions off at the Nest.
. . . Surprise
What fun for this frequent 
park visitor. While in the 
Children’s Garden helping her 
Grandmother pull weeds she 
discovered watermelons and a 
ripe egg plant growing in the 
newly created ABC garden.

Wendi Carroll
Children’s Garden Chair
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Lakes Park Update

Delivery and installation available  ◆  Open 7 Days A Week!

Our plants aren’t 
just pretty . . . 

they’re 
well-behaved!

www.riverlandnursery.com
239.693.5555

13005  Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers 

Scarecrows In The Park October 12-28, 2018
Family Fun Sponsor A Scarecrow Display

•  Scarecrow Displays
•  Halloween Express Train Rides

• Pumpkin Patch Hayrides
• Face Painting
• Inflateables

• Concessions & More

Be A Sponsor - Reach Over 50,000 Visitors
Build a Scarecrow with your 
company’s team – $250 One 
Space 8’W x 8’D Business/

Organization
OR – Sponsor a Youth Group 

to build one for you. $300 One 
Space 8’W x 8’D Business/Or-
ganization with Youth Builder 

(incl. $50 for their supplies)

To register for your 2018 Scarecrows display go to:
www.lakespark.org

Select Scarecrows In The Park 2018 - Register Now

How You Can Help
Donate a Rafle Prize:  By donating to our Scare-
crows in the Park raffle, you and your business can 
help us to make improvements to the Park.
Gift certificates, goods and services, or any other 
treats (no tricks!) are welcome.
Go to: INFO@LakesPark.org or call us at 239-533-7575 
to donate a prize. 
Donate a Scarecrow Winner Prize: We will name 
winners in several different categories, for both 
the Celebrity Judging Competition, as well as the 
People’s Choice awards. Categories typically include 
Most Creative, Best Business, Best Youth Group, 
Best Halloween Theme, and Best Overall Display.
Youth participation in this competition makes fami-
ly-friendly prize donations deeply appreciated.
Go to: INFO@LakesPark.org or call us at 
239-533-7575
All raffle and prize donations will be announced on 
Facebook, in our monthly email blast (1,300 recip-
ients and growing), and through other channels, as 
they are received; please send us your logo with your 
donation.

Voluneer: Volunteers are needed each evening of the Fall Festival. 
Go to: INFO@LakesPark.org for more information, fill out a Lee 
County Volunteer application and ask to be assigned to LAKES 
PARK. 

Note: 40 hours a year of volunteering earns you a one year Lee 
County Parks & Recreation parking pass for most parks & beaches.



Sophia, a home schooled stundent enjoys doing 
Random Acts of Kindness. This year for her birth-
day she wanted to donate and plant a tree in the 
Fragrance Garden. She chose a Florida friendly 
Starburst tree and was thrilled to have the opportu-
nity to plant it herself. What a neat young lady.
On behalf of the LPEF Kathy Busick, LPEF Board 
member and Fragrance Garden leader, would like 
to offer sincere appreciation to Sophia for her Ran-
dom Act of Kindness. 
According to Kathy Busick, as many readers are 
aware, 2017’s Hurricane Irma destroyed 300+ trees in 

Lakes Regional Park. When they fell in the Fragrance Garden, many shrubs and plants 
were crushed. Thanks to the efforts of both Lee County Parks & Rec and the Fragrance 
Garden volunteers, recovery has made much progress, but may take years to complete.
We also love the opportunity to help educate young people about the natural world. If 
you are raising a budding naturalist or gardener, we want to hear from you!
Interested in volunteering, or donating a tree, shrub, or other plant to the Botanic 
Gardens at Lakes Park?  Please contact us at Info@LakesPark.org for information.  

Lakes P Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation Update ark Enrichment 
Foundation Update Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation Update

        
Lakes Park Update

After Irma

Following Hurricane Irma the Lakes Park 
Maintenance team was faced with the addi-
tional task of replacing 300 trees.
This replacement will be an ongoing pro-
cess for some time. If you haven’t already 
donated to the restoration and you’d like to 
contribute please go to: 
www.gofundme.com
            /restore-the-gardens-lakes-park

Birthday Girl Donates Tree to Lakes Park’s Fragrance Garden

Around the Pumpkin Patch

Train Schedule Revised for 
Track Maintenance

Farmers’ Market Resumes 
Wed. Oct. 3, 9:00 am -1:00 pm

If you’re planning a train trip around the 
lakes at the park during Sept. please take a 
minute to check the schedule. Track main-
tenance will continue week days until Sept 
30. The train will operate on weekends 
only (Sat & Sun) from 10 am to 4 pm. 
The regular schedule will begin on Oct 1. 
with extended evening hours for the Fall/
Halloween celebration. Halloween lights 
and decorations add fun to Scarecrows 
In The Park. For information about train 
times call 239-267-1905.

At this years Fall 
Festival you’ll find 
everything from a 
giant slide, to inflat-
able bounce houses, 
to giant Halloween 
characters and more.
Inflatable attractions 
are suitable for tod-
dlers and children 
up to age 12.Photos courtesy of Scott Ellington



Lakes P Lakes Park Enrichment Foun-   Master Gardener’s Plot

Janet Buck Retires From Buck Plumbing
To All Our Customers and Friends . . .

I am happy to report that Buck Plumbing is being sold to 
Plumbing Mart of Florida. Ron worked for this company 
for many years when he relocated from Boston to Florida. 
When Plumbing Mart offered to buy, I felt that Ron’s 
circle was complete.
This company offers first class services in residential and 
new construction. Please give them a call. The phone 
number remains the same (239) 265-6041.

Thank you for the priviledge of serving you.
  Janet Buck         Plumbing Mart Lic # cfc057511

Want to see it all . . .
call in a reservation for an E-Z Rider Park Tour

When you’re planning a trip to the park, make a reservation 
for a guided riding tour. You will see parts of the park and 
animal life you didn’t know existed. Volunteers are always on 
hand to drive you. To make a reservation call 239-533-7575.

For those thinking of taking up gardening, or snowbirds wonder-
ing why they can’t make anything grow here in SW Florida, look 
no further. Help is nearby. Ft. Myers is a gardening kind of town 
with an abundance of classes and garden centers.
The University of Florida Lee County extension office at 3410 
Palm Beach Blvd is open M-F from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM and 1:00 
PM-4:00 PM. You can email EServicesGardener@leegov.com 
or call 239-533-7505 to speak directly with a volunteer Master 
Gardener or Horticulture Specialist.
Services include:
- Plant disease problem diagnosis
- Plant identification
- Insect problems
- Free soil and water testing
- Garden Tours
- Citrus Home Advisors Program
For Publications go to http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu 

How To Make Your Garden Grow

University of Florida IFAS Extension

Riverland Nursery FREE classes are regularly offered in a spa-
cious, air-conditioned classroom. Vince & Dan (new owners) are 
making a lot of changes, stop by anytime to see what's coming. 
Riverland is located at 13005 Palm Beach Blvd which is 3 1/2 
miles east of I-75 on the south side, and we’re OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!  Register online to receive our e-newsletters about 
upcoming classes and plant information. We can be reached at 
239-693-5555 or at www.info@RiverlandNursery.com. Please 
note that class wasn’t held in August due to extreme heat.

Pay Online by Credit Card:
You can pay for your custom-engraved brick online with a credit 

card at this link: LPEF Store on SquareUp.  You will receive an 
email receipt with an Order #. Then, download the Brick Engrav-

ing Form, fill it out, and return it to us with your Order #.

Brick Order Form
There is always an  opportunity to 
order your custom brick.
You can choose any one of these 
three locations in the park to 
place your brick.      

 • The Train  
    Museum       
    Walkway       

Chlorophytum Comosum, better known as the 
spider plant, is a good choice for gardeners for 

many reasons. They are easy to 
take care of and hard to kill. They 
produce “babies” quite often.
Spiders are an excellent plant for 
bathrooms because they require 
very little light, are compact, and help clean the air. In 
fact, the spider plant was chosen by NASA as one of 

the best plants to keep the air clean in space stations.
Keeping indoor plants increases the negative ion and oxygen level 
and helps reduce other contaminants in your home. Indoor plants 
are also known to reduce levels of stress. A study has shown that 
hospital patients staying in rooms with plants had lower blood 
pressure and slower heart rates. They needed less medication and 
recovered more quickly. So take your sick friend a spider! Another 
study found that workers who had plants in their offices took 60% 
fewer sick days.
Spider plants are NOT toxic to dogs and cats. They are actually ed-
ible. They originated from South Africa where they are considered 
a healthy green veggie! The leaves are full of vitamins and minerals 
such as anti-oxidants, beta-carotene, magnesium, vitamin C, calci-
um and protein. They are a part of the daily diet of rural Africans 
and are prepared much like tough greens.
Spiders are happy growing in hanging baskets and pots and do fine 
with indirect lighting. They also like sunny windows and do well 
under fluorescent lighting.
However, lighting will affect their blooming and reproduction. 
Plants kept in brighter light will produce more flowers and new lit-
tle plants. If planting outdoors, keep them out of the very hot sun 
which will burn the leaves. Spiders will not survive freezing.
Clip the little plants that form at the end of the shoots and plant 
them in pots or hanging baskets to make new plants. They don’t 
require lots of water or fertilizer. Too much fertilizer will cause the 
leaf tips to turn brown. Unless your original plant becomes root 
bound, there is no need to re-pot it. 

Let your spiders in and grow and 
share them with your friends—-
in the hospital and in the neigh-
borhood.
Patricia Myers
Master Gardener

  Is there a spider in your house? 
  If not, perhaps you need one! 

• Rose 
   Garden

 • Children’s      
    Garden
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Cypress Knee Art

Cypress knees are harvested from the Bald 
Cypress trees that grow in swampy areas 
of the soutnern states like Florida. The 
somewhat soft wood is skillfully carved 
by talented artists into lasting treasures. 
Harvested knees for purchase and carving 

instructions can 
be found on the 
internet.
If you’re consid-
ering harvesting 
the knees your-
self first check 
with your state 
Department of 
Forestry about 
legal issues.

What To Do With The Mangoes !
Anyone who lives in Fort 
Myers FL most likely has 
been asked by a friend to 
take a few dozen man-
goes off their hands. 
This year once again 
I babysat a friends mango 
tree and lost count at picking up 
and giving away over100 dozen. They 
were bigger and better than ever before. 
This has to be the most prolific mango 
tree in Ft. Myers.
Decisions! Decisions! Do I make mango 
chutney, mango jam, mango cake, mango 
syrup and not to forget my daily mango 
smoothie made with almond milk.
My friend Donna Kreutz who often 
contributes to this column offered this 
wonderful cake recipe.
Mango Cake
For the cake:
2 ½ C mashed mangoes (about 7 man-
goes) (using food processor works best)
2 C flour
2 C Sugar (probably not that much) 
(cook suggests 1.5 cups)
2 t. baking soda
2 eggs
1 t. vanilla
1 C chopped walnuts (optional)
Combine the mangoes, flour, sugar, 
soda, eggs and vanilla in a mixer bowl 
and beat until smooth. Stir in the wal-
nuts (if using). Spoon into greased 9 x 13 
baking pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 
minutes. Cool on a wire rack.
For the Frosting:
8 oz. cream cheese softened
1/2 C butter or margarine softened
2 t. vanilla
¾ C confectioner’s Sugar Beat the cream 
cheese, butter and vanilla in a mixer bowl 
until light. Add the sugar, beating until 
smooth. Spread over cake.

This mango and coconut cake recipe 
can be found on the internet.

Succession Gardening
Did you ever get to the end of a growing 
season and say to yourself  “I wish I’d 
planted more of this or that”? For those 
who have limited gardening space there 
is a solution. Succession Gardening.
This method of planting vegetables can 
double or even triple a garden’s produc-
tion. Basically, crop rotation succession 
planting takes advantage of the different 
needs of a wide variety of vegetables and 
your own seasonal cycle.
In a more tropical area, where winter 
doesn’t get as cold and summer can often 
be too hot for many vegetables, you may 
plant a short season, cool crop in winter 
— harvest that, plant a long season warm 
crop in spring — harvest that, plant a heat 
tolerant crop in mid-summer — harvest 
that and then plant another long season, 
warm weather 
crop in fall. 
Crops you 
might con-
sider for 
succession 
planting your 
garden this 
way may be 
spinach (win-
ter), squash 
(spring), okra (summer) and tomatoes 
(fall). This style of vegetable garden succes-
sion planting takes full advantage of all of 
your garden space at all times during the 
growing season. 
In central Florida, for instance, beans get 
planted in March and again in Septem-
ber. Beets can be planted from October 
through March. Tomatoes and peppers 
can be planted in February for summer 
harvest, and in 
September for 
winter harvest.
TIP: 
Pull Some, 
Plant Some. 
As soon as 
plants — such 
as lettuce, 
spinach and peas — have passed their 
prime, pull them out and replant. Put the 
old plants into your compost pile, then 
aerate the soil and replenish nutrients by 
forking in some compost and granular 
organic fertilizer.
For additional information go to https://www.
gardeningknowhow.com/edible/vegetables/
vgen/succession-planting-garden.htm



Kid’s Korner

It was the end of 
summer and the 
rainy season had come 
once again in South- west 
Florida.  There was a great buzz in 
Farmer Brown’s garden as the worker’s plant-
ed eggplant, pumpkins, peppers, squashes, 
and tomatoes for the fall and winter farmers’ 
markets. For the little vegetable plants, this 
was “school time.”  They would learn all about 
their roles in nutrition and what yummy 
recipes they would become stars of or at 
least supporting cast in throughout October, 
November, and December. But around the 
border of the garden along the woods of slash 
pines another type of buzz was going on.
There were low bushes spreading from 
one end at the back of the garden up to 
the woods circling Farmer Brown’s.  As 
fall approached, these bushes were heavy 
with sweet fruit hidden inside their slight-
ly sticky leaves and a thicket of flat twigs. 
It was the huckleberries, and within their 
crowded home talk of pies, jams, muffins, 
and cakes were being spread from one end 
of the row to the other. 
Bella Bee buzzed lazily in the hot Florida 
day among the bushes. She was daydream-
ing of the sweet flowers of the huckleberry 
bush that would come back in Spring. 
Unlike the vegetables of the garden, their 
growing season was almost over, and every 
berry wondered what yummy treat they 
would wind up with in the recipe lottery. 
All that was except Henry Huckleberry, 
who was grumbling to his twin sister Holly, 
“I am so tired of being compared to our 
cousins!” he complained. “It’s blueberry 

this, and blueberry that! Don’t you just hate 
that Holly?” Holly rippled her bluish black 
skin in a smile, “I guess I just have thicker 
skin than you, Henry,” and giggled. “Very 
funny, Holly! We all have thick skin. That’s 
my point. That’s one reason why we’re better 
than blueberries! Our thick skins mean we 
can cook better and longer getting sweeter 
in jams and pies. Unlike the mushy little 
blueberries!”
Holly sighed, “Henry we’re not better, we’re 
just different.” “I know that, and you know 
that, but when the pickers show up that’s all 
I hear, ‘Aren’t these just like blueberries’? It 
makes me so angry! I just want to be liked 
for what I am, a Huckleberry!”
Bella Bee landed on a twig in front of the 
twins. “What’s all the fussing about?” she 
asked sleepily. Henry twirled on his stem and 
said to Bella, “A bunch of the planters came 
up here this morning and called us ‘blueber-
ries’! Can you believe it!” “So, why is that so 
bad? Blueberries are your cousins.”
“Utt-oh,” sighed Holly. And Henry began to 
nearly burst with indignation. “First of all,” 
said Henry, “I am not blue, I am black with 
blue, and compact with a nice set of firm 
seeds, unlike those over juiced blue domesti-
cated hybrids. Who needs them?” “HENRY!” 
Holly snapped, “you’ll turn bitter if you keep 
this up. It’s not the blueberries fault people 
confuse us with them. No matter how much 
we’re different we are still all berries.”
Bella Bee shook her head and sighed. 
“Henry without all of the different varieties 
of berries and other blooming plants my 
family could never make the delicious honey 

we create. It takes a combination of many 
types of pollen to keep us alive, well fed, and 
able to spread the pollination to other plants 
so they can grow and make more beautiful 
blooming plants. If all of the plants were the 
same, there would be no need for bees, and 
we would all disappear. Then there would be 
no honey.  And without honey, there would 
be fewer biscuits, and with fewer biscuits 
who would need huckleberry jam?”
Henry gasped, “No! That would be awful! 
I’ve waited my whole life to be a jam. Or at 
least to shed my seeds and bring up more 
huckleberries that would be jam.”  Bella Bee 
smiled and stretched her wings floating into 
the air as the afternoon rain clouds gath-
ered overhead. “Well Henry,” she said, “it 
looks like a little rain is coming to cool you 
off.” Bella laughed softly as she flew away.  
“Gee, that really makes me think,” Said 
Henry, “With all of our differences we are 
all still berries. And it’s our diversity that’s 
needed to make honey and a lot of other 
things better.”
A rustle in the bush made Henry and Holly 
start. A group of children had run up the 
thicket with their pails. One little girl was 
apart from the others. Henry noticed she 
was a little thicker than the others and wore 
glasses.  She pushed a gloved hand through 
the leaves and plucked Henry and Holly.  
Looking down she smiled radiantly at them 
and cried, “Huckleberries! I love huckleber-
ry jam!” and gently placed them in her half-
filled pail. Henry had never been happier!

Jenn Smith
Owner Happy Dolphin Press
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I’m Your Huckleberry! (Happy In Your Own Skin)

Huckleberry Fun
Can you find all the hidden words in this word search? 

Words can go in the following directions:

T O P P I N G U J M G T B M V

H S J G B J C L L F B P U J B

Q H B O U N X S O P X J S D L

M A J R C F H S Y I Y M H E P

L T U D K L U C A C M F M S I

Y K N I L O C O T K P F B S E

Q T P C E R K O M I D L V E P

D O O E M I L B B N Z V V R D

X W Q C U D E C I G O N V T D

H K I R F A B I B B X B P O B

B K R E F E E Z F F A E F B W

I Z S A I Y R C B N P R W Q W

H Y E M N J R A C Y O R E A Z

V E B E E S Y Y A K Z Y G L V

O K O N M P A B M Q Y T P D C

TOPPING BEES PICKING

FLORIDA PIE HUCKLEBERRY

DESSERT BERRY BUCKLE

JAM BUSH ICECREAM

MUFFIN

Created using BusyTeacher.org. Free printable worksheets for busy teachers.

HUCKLEBERRY SAUCE
Children please be sure to ask your 
parents for help when making
this recipe.
Ingredients
1/2 c sugar
2 Tbsp cornstarch
1 pinch salt
1/2 c butter, room 
temperature
2 c huckleberries
1/3 c water
1/2 Tbsp butter, room temperature
Directions:
1. Place sugar, cornstarch, salt and 1/2 c 
butter in small sauce pan.
Add water & 1 cup Huckleberries. 
Cook on med heat and stir until it 
thickens.
2. Remove from heat & add 1 cup 
huckleberries & 1/2 tbsp butter. Mix 
carefully and let cool.

Find your way to the Huckleberrys 

Thank you to Jenn 
Smith for donating all 
the materials for the 
Kid’s Korner page.

Topping
Bees
Florida

Pie
Dessert
Berry

Jam
Bush
Muffin

Picking
Huckleberry
Buckle

Huckleberry Word Find


