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Continuing Along the Botanic Garden Path 

Grow The Children’s Garden is a fundraising committee of the Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation

Lakes Park
Admission to the park 

is free with paid parking.
Parking is $1.00/hr. or $5.00/day

Come find out what’s 
beyond the garden wall!

Children’s Playground & Water Activities
Hiking Trails ◆ Fitness Stations

Botanic Gardens ◆ Community Gardens
Nature at its Best ◆ Bird Watching
Open daily from 7:00 AM to dusk

7330 Gladiolus Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33908
For information call 

239-533-7575 or go to www.LakesPark.org

Grow The Garden

Mark Your Calendars

The Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation is a Non-profit 501(c)(3) Organization

Parking at Lakes Park
$1.00 per hour $5.00 per day or 
$60.00 per year (includes parking at 
most Lee County Parks). Lakes Park 
volunteers who donate over 40 vol-
unteer hours per year park for free.

 Garden Walks
2nd Sat of Every Month 

Sept-Apr 9 AM. Meet at community 
garden, parking lot #3. Reservations 

not required. To arrange special tours 
 contact Wes at Info@lakespark.org.

Farmers’ Market 
Every Wed, Oct-May 9am-1pm

Daily Train Ride Schedule
10 AM-2 PM, M-F

10 AM-4 PM Sat & Sun

Daily Wheel Fun Rental Schedule
10 AM - 2 PM, M-F

10 AM - 4 PM Sat & Sun

Story Time in the Children’s Garden
3rd Wed. of the month 10 AM

Q:   Why A Children’s Garden At Lakes Park
A:   Photosynthesis

Sue Moore’s passion for all things living 
was her impetus behind the creation of 
the Children’s Garden at Fort 
Myers, Lakes Park.
I asked Sue “why a Children’s Gar-
den at the park” and  her answer 
was simple. “Photosynthesis”. She 
believes that we should begin 
teaching children at an early age 
about the importance of oxygen 
to sustain life on earth. With oxygen, 
sunlight and water we are able to grow 
plants and food that help maintain the 
oxygen content of the Earth’s atmosphere. 
The Children’s Garden has come a long 
way in 4 short years. We have garden 
beds where children can be part of plant-
ing a tomato plant only to see it grow tall 
and produce fruit. On regular visits to the 
park they can watch a sunflower grow to 
new heights. And now the completion 

of the ABC garden where children can 
learn to identify herbs by name, sight and 

smell. Planting a seed in a cup and 
taking it home to care for it, wa-
tering and putting it in a sunny 
spot is often the activity following 
story hour and other children’s 
events.
Now that the Children’s Garden 
is on its way we hope you’ll bring 

your little ones by often to learn more 
about nature. Learn how bees and butter-
flies and other insects interact with flow-
ers and plants to produce life sustaining 
food.
And we hope you’ll continue your sup-
port of the Lakes Park Enrichment Foun-
dation’s effort to bring you Phase II. We 
look forward to seeing you at the Annu-
al Picnic on March 18. All are welcome, 
moms, dads, kids, aunts, and uncles.

◆ Fun/play area for children
◆ Bear Hill Bluegrass Band
   return engagement
◆ Children’s entertainment 
  by The Zaniacs of Happy 
  Dolphin Press

◆  Auction items include spring  
   training tickets, “staycations”
   Everglades adventure &more      
◆  Food provided by Denny’s
◆ Beverages provided by  
   Suncoast Beverage   

To order picnic tickets on line go to https://goo.gl/f5NmSA 
General Admission is $25 for adults, $10 for children 5-12, free for children under 5. 

V.I.P. admission is $100, and includes an engraved brick. 
Food, beverages and entertainment are included. 

Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation 
Presents

    The Annual 
Brick by Brick Picnic

Sunday, March 18, 2018
In the Children’s Garden 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
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Letter From The President

Your local Denny’s restaurants 
of Fort Myers and Cape Coral 

are proud to be a major 
supporter of the Lakes Park 
Enrichment Foundation’s 

Children’s Garden. 

Enjoy a REAL Breakfast 
At Denny’s

Starting at $4.00 ! ! !
~ Two eggs (prepared your way)
~ Choice of two bacon or sausage
~ Two fluffy, golden pancakes

Denny’s at Gladiolus
Summerlin & Gladiolus  

239-432-9500

Denny’s at Danport
Exit 131 at I75 & Daniels Pkwy

239-768-5488

Denny’s at Cape Coral
1306 Del Prado Blvd. S.

239-772-9997

All locations open 24 hours 7 days a week.

Denny’s guests are raving about the lighter
and fluffier buttermilk and egg pancakes.

Stop by soon and try them for yourself!

Partners!  We love them and couldn’t do without them!  
Forming alliances with individuals and business who have similar interests and goals and 
finding that win-win combination is critical for a Foundation such as ours to be successful! 
The single most important goal of the Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation is to assist Lee 

County Parks and Recreation in providing facilities and programs to enhance 
the park.  All the money we raise is spent accomplishing this goal.
So lets take a look at our Partners and thank them for their support. Denny’s 
Restaurant has been a long time partner providing food for our events and fi-
nancial support in the form of banners and fliers and programs associated with 
the park. Thanks to Marcia, Ron and Marc!! Local Roots Farmers’ Market. 
The Foundation is the contractor for the Farmers Market. A successful Farmers’ 

Market puts real dollars in the coffers of the foundation. Jean and Betsy continue to do an 
outstanding job. Lowe’s is a constant source of support in the form of supplies for our many 
gardens. It seems we can always turn to them for our needs and they help in any way they 
can. Leonard and Lisa thank you for all you do! Rotary of Fort Myers-Sunrise has provid-
ed the man power at events to park cars and collect fees then split them with the Foundation. 
A win-win for all. Many thanks to Richard Hall, President and all the dedicated Rotary 
members!! Suncoast Beverage. Where would we be without beverages at events!! Thanks 
to the generosity of Molly and her crew who have supplied those beverages to us at no cost 
as well as man power to help serve. Priority Marketing Since the Foundation’s inception 
Terri and her crew have been there for us. Terri was an original member of the Founda-
tion and served as President for several years. Priority Marketing continues to support 
the Foundation with Web assistance and marketing tools. Terri thanks for almost 15 
years of support. Happy Dolphin Press, our newest partner has rapidly become a gem 
of a find!!  Jenn and her husband/author Scott have embraced all things literary for kids. 
They sponsored the new Book Walk in the Children’s Garden “A Frog Named Fred” and are 
providing story time in the garden. Welcome to our family Jenn and Scott. Check out their 
books on line or visit them at P J Boox on Cypress Lake Drive. Wheel Fun Scott and John 
the proprietors love Lakes Park and provide the leadership that forms this real partnership. 
They help make Lakes the Central Park of Lee County. Thanks to you both. The Railroad 

Museum. This 20 plus year fixture in the park is the 
effort of many volunteers. Mike, Larry and Norma are 
always there for us and no words can thank them for all 
their support. And what would Scarecrows in the Park be 
without all the signs donated by Paul & Terry Hill own-
ers of Fast Signs. Riverland Nursery. For years Mayer 
Berg has supported the Foundation. Mayer has sold his 
business and we wish him well. Vince Molnar and Dan 
McKinney are the new owners and have pledged to con-
tinue support of our efforts.
Thank you to all the Volunteers who support the park and 
our Foundation with their time. Over 14 thousand hours 
were logged by volunteers last year!! That is the real time 
equivalent of seven full time employees. And those are just 
the hours that our volunteers take the time to record! 
Last but most certainly not least the members of the Foun-
dation Board both voting and advisory. Many of these 
long time dedicated people give every day to the Foun-
dation through their time and money.  Several of these 
members have businesses and they donate the services of 
their businesses as well as their time. I could never thank 
them enough for all they do. Take a look at the list of our 
Board and just see who they are and how they represent 
our Community. Realtors, Attorneys, Professors, Proper-
ty Managers, Financial Managers and CPA's, Marketing 
professionals, Educators, Health Care providers and many 
retirees. Thanks to everyone! We couldn’t do it without you.

Barb Manzo, 
LPEF President
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Self-publishing experts!
Free 30-minute consults!

www.HappyDolphinPress.com

Children‛s Book Publishing
Editing
Proofreading
Illustration
Formatting
Marketing
Printing

Exclusive publisher of:

Available at booksellers everywhere!

Proud Partners of:

March 10th 2018

941-212-0097

Children’s Garden Hosts Diverse Children’s Events

Children’s Garden  . . . ABC Garden Nears Completion

MW Horticulture Donates Soil for 
ABC Garden

  Dan Lott LCPR Supervisor installs engraved bricks.      

As the saying goes a picture is worth 1,000 words. The bricks that Lakes 
Park supporters so generously  purchased over the past year helped fund 
the ABC Garden construction. We’re excited to be in the final stages. Com-
ing soon are the adorable Cooper the Caterpillar informational sign and 
a colorful bench for park patrons to sit on and watch while children learn 
at the garden. The final step is planting the learning bed with herb plants 
beginning with every letter of the alphabet from A to Z. Thank you to the 
community and Lakes Park friends who helped make this garden possible.

While you’re at the park take a few minutes 
to stroll the pathways in the Children’s 
Garden or stop by the ABC Garden to 
find your brick. You may see preschoolers 
enjoying story time, or skipping along the 
story walk pathway. Star beds and sunflow-
er beds are full of colorful plants selected 
to attract pollinators. Lowe’s generously 
donated the plants and the beds are main-
tained by Foundation volunteers. 
Have You Bought Your Brick Yet? Proceeds 
from future brick sales will be designated for 
completion of phase two. To order your T 
brick(s) go to http://LakesPark.org

We hope to see you at the Picnic on
 March 18 !

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

Lakes Park and the Children’s Garden 
are here for the use of the entire commu-
nity. We invite all organizations to plan 
an educational or fun day. There is never 
any charge for holding your event at the 
park (usual parking fees apply).
Recently Golisano Children’s Hospital 
held a “Mommy and Me” yoga class for 
moms and children three years old and 
under. Please watch your online commu-
nications for future dates. 
Some events like Birthday Parties 
require additional help. If you have 
time to volunteer occasionally at one 
of these events please contact us at 
info@lakespark.org

Wendi Carroll
Children’s Garden Chair

Preschoolers look forward to 
activity following story time.
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Delivery and installation available  ◆  Open 7 Days A Week!

Our plants aren’t 
just pretty . . . 

they’re 
well-behaved!

www.riverlandnursery.com
239.693.5555

13005  Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers 

Lakes Regional Park Island Restoration Project - Phase II

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price, Lakes Park Volunteer

Needs Assessment Survey

According to Joe DeBacker, Lakes Park Senior Supervisor, Phase I, the removal of the 
invasive exotic trees from the islands south of the park boardwalk has been completed.
Phase II will begin Monday, March 19th. It will include excavation of the islands below 
the lake control elevation to create littoral shelves with native wetland plants, which 
will absorb nutrients from the water column and create a native habitat.
The project’s purpose is to reshape and restore islands located south of the existing 
boardwalk. These islands were created via mining activities during the 1950s and 
1960s on the site before it became a park. This project as well as prior Natural Re-
sources projects in the park help with water quality. The park collects urban runoff 
and is adjacent Hendry Creek, which flows south to Estero Bay and is designated as a 
state aquatic preserve.

What improvements would you like 
to see at the park in your area?

Lee County Parks & Recreation collects 
data from citizens and visitors in order to 
identify gaps in service and determine facil-
ity and service priorities. The primary way 
in which this is accomplished is through 
the use of on line surveys including the 
biennial Needs Assessment administered 
through the Department’s website. 
Survey participants will be entered into 
a drawing for A CHANCE TO WIN a 
Lee County Parks & Recreation annual 
parking sticker. (A $60 value). To take the 
survey go to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KRD9HGS  
and then take a minute to send it onto 
your friends.

Joe DeBacker, Senior 
Supervisor at Lakes Park noted a need to 
replace 30+ year old wooden picnic tables 
throughout the park. Joe is in the second 
year rotation of replacing 90+ tables, all 
purchased with County Operational funds. 
The new tables made of recycled plastic 
boards and galvanized steel frames are 
expected to last 25-30 years.

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

After Irma

Following Hurricane Irma the Lakes Park 
Maintenance team was faced with the addi-
tional task of replacing 300 trees.
This replacement will be an ongoing pro-
cess for some time. If you haven’t already 
donated to the restoration and you’d like to 
contribute please go to:

Photo Courtesy of Bill Price

www.gofundme.com/restore-the-gardens-lakes-park
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Eggs & Ears 5K Run

The Rotary Club of Fort Myers-Sunrise 
is proud to sponsor 
its 20th run. Proceeds 
from this event benefit 
the Hodges University 
Scholarship Program 
and the Lakes Park 
Enrichment Founda-
tion. What a great way 

to kick off the Easter weekend on a course 
that winds through the 
paved trails and around 
serene lakes.

         Lakes Park, March 31, 2018
7:00 AM -11:00AM 

SWFL Symphony Society Picnics in Lakes Park Gardens
Members of the Southwest Florida
Symphony Society recently enjoyed a 
“Blooms & Blossom” treat at the Rose 
Garden Gazebo in Lakes Park.
The group meandered through the 
beautiful Fragrance Gardens enjoying 
the many colorful trees and flowers. 
The tour ended with a walk through the 
Succulent Garden and the newly created 
Children’s Garden.

Community Garden Donations
Well we did it again. On our fifth do-
nation, 2/06/18, we donated 146 lbs. of 
canned goods, dried food products and 
produce. Our total for the 2018 season is 
538 lbs. GREAT JOB GARDENERS.
Thanks to the following garden bed 
numbers for their kind donations(1, 
15, 17, 27, 33, 39, 40, 42, 48, 57, 59, 60, 
61, 63, 65, 67 & 69). And to Dorothea, 
Ernest, Jo, Jan & Doc for helping with 
harvesting and delivery of the produce.

Bill Johnson
Community Gardens

For event details and to 
register go to:
https://www.active.com/
fort-myers-fl/running/dis-
tance-running-races/eggs-
and-ears-5k-run-2018

Something for Everyone At Lakes Park Garden Day

Photos courtesy of Bill Price

It was a fun morning at Lakes Park. Jenn & Scott Smith 
were on hand to talk about the new story walk book they 
donated. “A Frog Named Fred”. Adrienne Potter Diaz, 
Master Gardener once again dazzled gardeners with her 
enthusiastic presentation. The herb cookies made by the 
Community  Gardeners were as wonderful as ever. And 
many other area horticultural organizations were on hand 
for informative presentations and gardening updates.

Photo courtesy of Bill Price

www.gofundme.com/restore-the-gardens-lakes-park
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Have you seen the latest trend in your neighborhood? Flowers and 
plants are growing up! Yes, vertical gardening is the answer to many 

obstacles. If you live in an area with limited outdoor 
space or if you live in a home where there are areas that 
you want to hide, vertical gardening may be the solution. 
Take a look around your home. Do you have a blank wall 
or a bare fence? Do you live in a condo or have a need for 
a little more privacy?

Vertical gardening is a method where plants are grown upwards. They 
are planted on upright structures which save space. These structures 
might be a wall, a board, wire fence, a trellis or any vertical material. 
Not only is it a practical and functional method of growing a garden, 
it is also an aesthetic addition to exterior or even interior space.
For older people, a vertical garden can eliminate the strain without 
sacrificing the outcome. A vertical garden can grow anything from 
tomatoes to lettuce or herbs or flowers. It will require the same main-
tenance that a regular garden does and water and good sunlight. 
Use your imagination! Some things used to start a vertical garden 
are trellises, poles, arches, fences, pyramid stacked planters, tripods, 
fabric wall pockets, wooden pallets, wire cages, and lots more! Your 
choice will depend on the kinds of plants you want to grow and 
their size and weight. 
Store-bought pockets are excellent for vertical gardens. Each pocket 
should be about 15x24 inches and must be strong enough to hold soil. 
These are perfect for small perennials or herbs and edible plants.
Rectangular trays stacked in a 30-degree angle are also good for 
planting. Put holes at the bottom for air and water to seep through. 
Put the plants that require the most water or the most shade at the 
bottom. Rows of hanging pots are very aesthetic. Just make sure 
the wall is strong enough to hold the weight of the pots. A trellis 
on a lanai or patio is a perfect way to add beauty and hide a view or 
provide privacy. 
Start your garden with weed-free, compost-rich soil. Make sure the 
containers have holes for good drainage. Add peat moss or perlite. 
Make sure they are deep enough and sturdy enough to hold the 
weight of the heavier plants. Four things to consider when choosing 
what to grow: Weather, Space, Shade, Lifestyle.
Pole beans will climb any structure, peas are lightweight and will eas-
ily climb trellises or bamboo poles, vines and creeping plants such as 
strawberries or morning glories are probably the easiest to start with 
in vertical gardening. If you are using a frame such as a wooden 
pallet, attach plastic sheeting in the back to keep water off the walls. 
You can add wire or mesh to the front to help hold the plants. Use 
clothes line instead of the typical string. Anchor your structures so 
they don't topple over. Use pipe cleaners to secure greens to a trellis. 
Plant shade-loving plants at the bottom of a vertical garden and 
plant sun-loving plants such as greens and blooms on top. Trailing 
flowers can be planted with herbs such as basil, parsley or cilantro 
for a pretty effect. An assortment of containers found around the 
house can be used for planters. Just remember to punch holes in the 
bottom for drainage.
Keep a few things handy to maintain your vertical 
garden: Potting soil, liquid fertilizer, seeds or seed-
lings, a watering can or garden hose, a spritzer, 
and pruning sheers for harvesting. 
Join the trend! Start growing your garden UP!

Patricia Myers
Lee County Master Gardener

Vertical GardeningRiverland Nursery Announces New Ownership
Mayer Berg, long time Lakes Park supporter and owner of Riv-
erland Nursery recently announced his retirement and the sale 
of Riverland Nursery. Thank you to Mr. Berg for all he’s done 
for Lakes Park. We wish you the best.

The new owners of 
Riverland Nursery are 
Vince Molnar and Dan 
McKinney. Some of 
you may have already 
met Vince, he’s been 
the manager of River-
land for the past two 
years. He also writes 
the “Ornamental Gar-
dener’s Guide” column 
for this newsletter. 

Vince’s background is in molecular biology however after college 
he chose to focus on nature, both flora and fauna so started a 
kayak eco-tour and retail business. Dan McKinney brings with 
him the expertise of a successful 14 year career in real estate. 
Anyone who has ever visited Riverland Nursery will agree that 
it’s laid out much like a botanic garden. Vince and Dan have  
purchased nearly five adjacent acres with plans to grow it into a 
destination business by adding new services. 
Even now everyone is invited to come and stroll through the 
beautiful demonstration gardens, bring a picnic lunch and dine 
at one of the picnic tables overlooking the lake, or bring a cam-
era to photograph the abundant wildlife, and artists are invited 
to bring their paints and easels. 
Regardless of whether or not people intend to purchase plants, 
everyone is encouraged to stop in and enjoy the grounds. Free 
landscaping classes will continue to be held and the same 
knowledgeable staff will be on hand to help with your garden-
ing creativity.
Vince truly enjoys educating people. He says I’m in my element 
when I’m in front of a group teaching them something new. So 
the education part of what we do is incredibly important to me. 
When folks walk around, they see all the signs in each plant. 
Those signs are a perfect example of our mission, which is as-
sisting customers in designing a landscape that is low input, low 
maintenance, sustainable long term, and has a positive impact 
on the environment.
Vince and Dan are appreciative of the support they’ve already 
received and are genuinely grateful for the opportunity to serve 
the community. Please stop and say hello!

Janet Buck Retires From Buck Plumbing
To All Our Customers and Friends . . .

I am happy to report that Buck Plumbing is being sold to 
Plumbing Mart of Florida. Ron worked for this company 
for many years when he relocated from Boston to Florida. 
When Plumbing Mart offered to buy, I felt that Ron’s 
circle was complete.
This company offers first class services in residential and 
new construction. Please give them a call. The phone 
number remains the same (239) 265-6041.

Thank you for the priviledge of serving you.
  Janet Buck         Plumbing Mart Lic # cfc057511
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Want to see it all . . .
call in a reservation for an

E-Z Rider Park Tour

When you’re planning a trip to the park, 
make a reservation for a guided riding 
tour. You will see parts of the park and 
animal life you didn’t know existed. Vol-
unteers are always on hand to drive you. 
To make a reservation call 239-533-7575.

It is perhaps a cruel twist of fate that, 
just when the night air turns coldest and 

the wind 
bites most 
sharly, the 
night sky 
is at it’s 
brightest, 
clearest, 
and most 
beautiful. 
For those 
who enjoy 

stargazing, the winter months will bring 
peak viewing conditions.
There are a few reasons why the winter 
sky is regarded as a special treat for back-
yard astronomers.
Cold Air Is Ideal: 
Cold air doesn’t hold as much moisture 
as warm air. Summer skies often appear 
hazier because, actually, they are. The 
warm moisture-laden atmosphere of 
summer is thicker, and less transparent, 
than the crisp, cold winter dome, making 
it harder to see what lies beyond.
Nights Are Longer: 
The winter nights giving us a greater 
window to enjoy the wonders of the 
universe. It’s the time of year when some 
of the largest and most dramatic constel-
lations, including Gemini, Monoceros, 
and Orion the Hunter come out, as well 
as breathtaking deep sky formations like 
the Pleiades. 
Enjoy The Dark: 
The final reason the winter sky is so 
spectacular is simply because the neigh-
borhood we find ourselves facing at this 
time of year is particularly dark. In the 
summer, the Earth faces the bright center 
of the Milky Way. In December, January 
and February, though, the Earth’s North-
ern Hemisphere looks out to the edge of 
the galaxy. Astronomers think the Milky 
Way contains about 300 billion stars. 
In the summer time, we’re looking at a 
greater proportion of those stars. Just like 
light pollution can make it hard to see 
the stars inside a city, the brightness of 
the inner galaxy makes it harder to pick 
out individual stars in the summer sky.
So while it may sound more pleasant to 
lie out in the fields and gaze up at the 
stars in the comfort of a breezy summer 
evening, remember that the winter sky 
has a magic about it that is worth the 
extra trouble.

Winter Skies Patio Furniture From ? ? ? 

These figs are 
wrapped in bacon, the perfect appetizer 
for anytime but especially for brunch 
with friends! They can be prepped ahead 
of time and put in the oven when your 
guests arrive.
9 oz. figs (about 24 dried figs)
1 Pound pepper or regular bacon
Instructions:
• Preheat oven to 425 degrees
• Line baking sheet with foil
• Cut bacon in half
• Wrap one bacon half around each fig  
   and secure with a toothpick
• Place figs on baking sheet and into 
   the oven for 15 to 20 min until bacon 
   is cooked
• Serve warm
You can also slit the figs and insert a 
little chunk of mozzarella cheese before 
wrapping with the bacon.  (It may ooze 
out, but it will taste good.)

Bacon Wrapped Figs

Recipe and photo 
courtesy of 
Donna Kreutz

Re-purposed Oil Drums

Old Tires

Disassembled Pallets

Caged River Rocks

Fire Logs
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University of Florida IFAS Extension
For those thinking of taking up gardening, 
or snowbirds wondering why they can’t 
make anything grow here in SW Florida, 
look no further. Help is nearby. Ft. Myers 
is a gardening kind of town with an abun-
dance of classes and garden centers.
The University of Florida Lee County 
extension office at 3410 Palm Beach Blvd 
is open M-F from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
and 1:00 PM-4:00 PM. You can email 
EServicesGardener@leegov.com or call 
239-533-7505 to speak directly with a 
volunteer Master Gardener or Horticul-
ture Specialist.
Services include:
- Plant disease problem diagnosis
- Plant identification
- Insect problems
- Free soil and water testing
- Garden Tours
- Citrus Home Advisors Program
For Publications go to http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu 

How To Make 
Your Garden Grow

Riverland Nursery FREE classes are 
regularly offered in a spacious, air-con-
ditioned classroom. Visit Riverland-
Nursery.com to see what's coming. 
Riverland is located at 13005 Palm 
Beach Blvd which is 3 1/2 miles east of 
I-75 on the south side, and we’re OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK!  Register online to 
receive our e-newsletters about upcom-
ing classes and plant information. We 
can be reached at 239-693-5555 or at 
www.info@RiverlandNursery.com.

To place your ad in the Grow The 
Garden newsletter, contact 

Sandy Johnston at
smrflw7@centurylink.net

Area Merchants & Supporters
Plumbing Mart of Florida 

Denny’s Restaurant
Happy Dolphin Press

 Riverland Nursery
Sandra Johnston Graphics, LLC

Wheel Fun Rentals
Lowe’s

Kid’s Corner

If you wish to be removed from 
the email list please contact me at 

smrflw7@centurylink.net.

Remember, 
Kids eat free at 
Denny’s restaurants 
on Tuesdays from 
4:00 pm -10:00 pm

The Mystery Of The Hidden Blossom; A Figs Story
Buzzing around the garden, Wanda Wasp saw several creatures zigging and zagging 
from row to row poking their heads in and out of the plants in Farmer Brown’s gar-
den. “What in the world are you doing?” asked Wanda swooping down. “Looking for 
their friend, the bunny,” Betty Bee replied, as she sipped nectar from a squash blossom.  
“Hmmm… last I saw of him, he was sharing that fruit with Mr. Jay,” said Wanda.  Sarah 
Squirrel popped out of some nearby bean vines and said “Eating fruit in the vegetable 
patch?” Wanda Wasp explained, “Plants that produce edibles filled with seeds are fruits, 
just like the squash, tomatoes, and eggplants.”  
The other animals abandoned their search to gather as Wanda lightly touched upon 
each ‘fruit’ as she pointed it out. “But how can you tell if something is a fruit or vegetable 
if you can’t see inside before picking them?” Asked little Gale the gecko as he crawled 
quickly up the stalk of a nearby plant and peered intently at the shiny skin of dangling 
yellow pepper. “Well, you can tell because all fruits come from a flower.” Wanda told the 
other animals, “But not all flowers become a fruit!” Sam, the sparrow, set down on the 
ground scratching his head with one wing, “That can’t be true, Wanda! You live in the 
Fig tree, and it never blooms! And everyone knows figs are fruit.”
Wanda invited the group to come up to the orchard with her, and she would share with 
them an amazing secret that most people did not know about her home, the fig tree.  Ev-
erybody scampered and flew up the hill above the garden following Wanda. Once they 
arrived at the tree, Wanda set upon a round golden fig hanging from the tree and began 
to tell a story. 
“You all know how healthy and yummy fruits and vegetables can be. But did you know 
that the fig is one of the oldest fruits in history? It has been used for health since the 
beginning of civilization because they are high in fiber and have essential minerals 
like magnesium, manganese, potassium, and even calcium, as well as vitamins K and 
B6. People and animals alike eat both their leaves and fruit!  It even gets healthier as 
it’s dried with the antioxidants and calcium nearly doubling. But the really mysterious 
and amazing thing about figs is their blossoms!” Wanda said as she looked around and 
spread her wings dramatically. Calvin the crow began hopping from branch to branch 
looking side to side, up and down. “But there are no blossoms!” he, well, crowed. 
Wanda smiled broadly and said, “But you’re looking at them now! Hundreds of them 
throughout the tree.”  Everyone looked high to low, and then 
at Wanda as if she had lost her mind. Giggling she said, “Fig 
trees have no blossoms on their branches. The blossom is in-
side of the fruit! Many tiny flowers produce the crunchy little 
edible seeds that give figs their unique texture.” She swung 
on the fruit, and it fell to the ground and split open revealing 
the juicy honeyed center filled with seeds. Everyone rushed 
to take a taste. “Wow, Wanda! These taste great! How did you 
know the blossoms were inside, though?” Asked little Gale as 
she crawled over a fig and eyed it wonderingly. “Well, that’s 
where I had an advantage,” Wanda said with a sly smile. “I’m a fig wasp, which means I 
was born in a fig, and I will return inside of a fig to pollinate it, so the fruit ripens, and 
where my babies will be born. The fig tree is our circle of life. It is where we are born, 
where we raise our babies, and we end.”  Some of the animals looked sad, but Wanda 
smiled and said to them, “I am happy being a fig wasp. We all have our purpose. And 
sometimes that purpose takes us away from each other, just like your bunny friend. But 
isn’t it fun sharing the adventure and discovering the mysteries together while we can?”
Jennifer Smith
(Ms. Rainbow)
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